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Daleville Landmark topples
Bricks will be used in the new Bicentennial Park
Photos and story by Larry Luntsford
The last week In March was the'
last week of life for a venerable
old Oalevllle building, as
demolition workers toppled the
old Shirey grocery sto/e across
the street from the Oaleville post
office.
The bricks, made locally, were
taken temporarily to a vacant lot
on Road 900-W. As soon as
arrangements can be made,
volunteer workers will clean the
mortar from the bricks, which
will be used in the facade of the
restroom facilities at the new
Bicentennial Park at Road 900-W
and White River. .,
Hampered somewhat by power
telephone lines, demolition
workers gingerly peeled off the
roof of the building, chewed away
the second-story sides, and then
toppled the back and front
facades a few bricks at a time.
Pausing only to clear away the
rubble, they then performed
similar operations on the ground
floor. The (ob took two days-Tuesday and Wednesday, March
23 and 24.
Owner-manager John Shirey
joined a score or so other curious
bystanders watching as the
building fell, but he declared he
had no regrets-only joyous anticipation for the prospects of his
new Convenient Food Mart,

located on the same spot behind
the old building. With one hand,
he outlined the spot upon which
his new gas pumps will sit (in the
area occupied by the rubble of the
old store)-while with the other,
he gathered his grandchildren
around him for an impromptu
family portrait.
The old building, which had
grown much too crowded for
Shirey's growing business, was
probably erected around 1875.
"I'm not sure when the building
was built, but I think it's at least
100 years old. We think the bricks
used to build it were kilned right
here In Oaleville," Shirey recalls.
"I do know when they built the
building it was one foot over its
boundary line. The man who
owned the property waited until
the building was completed, then
took the case to court for
damages. The case was heard by
Judge Ball, but the damage costs
paid were never recorded that I
could find. It was around 1880
when the decision was handed
down, though."
"My earliest recollections of
the building are when It was a
blacksmith shop. They used to
build wagons, big ones used for
hauling and such. In the top of the
building and bring them down by
way of an Inside elevator. There

And from the dust, arises.
isn't anything left of that, but I
can remember It was quite a sight
to see those big wagons coming
down from the celling," he adds.
He recalls other uses from the
past.
"There was a restaurant here
at one time called Mary's Kitchen, and at another time Bud
Fenwick had an insurance agency

here. Bill Edgell had the first
grocery In the building, and later
he went Into business with BUI
Chandler.

"Later Dale Cortner had a
gro.cery here, and I purchased It
from him. If the building was used
for " anything else. I can't
remember what it would be.
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