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Editor Ledger:

Deming was the scene of the last
line of defense presented for Roule
=4, In Its contest witl: Route 35, and
from Deming, let the hudges now take
their way, in  thought, and follow
the line of Jny Clunn's route, through
dile, across streams, up high hills
and down the other side, over terri
tory bristling with history and cover
¢d now by happy homes,

Your correspondent regrets the mis-
take made last-week In giving the
ancesiry of the Deming sage and
philogopher. It was =iated that the
futher of Arthur Beals was Jacol
Beals, when, in fact, it was Richard
Beals. Due apologies are made to
both branches of the family, If re
cuired,




Leaving 1wming, Carrier Gunn  be-
fakeg his way south-southwesl, ange-
ling down to the old sonathan Willits
farm, at the fork of the road. (e
heaneh of this roud goes on straight
gouth to Tile Factory Corner, buot
the rural route lurns north, crosses
a iittle stream and on to the West
urove nelghborhood, Evart Willits
lives in the angle of the triangle,
and on north of him is the home, on

the hill overlooking the surrounding
vallove and smaller hills, including
the seven hills upon which Deming
has been seated for almost 100 vears,
of 1. Mayo Griffin, the son of the late

Jacoh Grifin, and a brodher of Rob-
eri. Charles and John Grifdin, one of
the strong families of the community
a gencration ago. Charles W. Grif-
lin is practicing law at Sheridan. but
lHives across Lhe line in Roone ©counes
1y, and once and a while goes to the
l.egiginture irom Doone county. Rob




ert, the famous school teacher, i
gone, and John Griflin, the preacher,
& in another part of the State, Mayva,
as he was culled in the yearn long
ARO, was an artist of merit, but he
did not pursne thet course in  lile
He might hinve made his mark as an
artist, but he chose the surer course
of acquiring wealth and an assnred
compeleney gg a4 farmer, and he s
ceeds well along this line. The old
liome of Charles Hintt  adjoins the
farm of Mr. Griffin on the nerih, and
the widow and children occupy the
home. The old Grifim homestend s
now occapled by J. W. Southard and
famllv. One of the sons ix . )
Southard, of Nobleaville, the auto
salesman. who ¥ making good In lhis
chosen line,




The next farm is as well known

perhaps as any farm in the commun- ||

f:v. It Is ceenpied now by Mre. Al
fred Graham and family, but it was
formerly the [Tesse Foulke ffarm. The
hig tarn on the Foulke Tarm wasihe
peenn in the early days of many X
viting srenes, It was here that some

big publie meetings were held, inclug- |
ing debates on religious topics, and |

the early debates as to spiritualism.
Willinm W. Conner, of Noblesville,
formerly had the habit of coming nut
to pit hiz wits against the best braing
of the community, and many exciting
controversies took place Iin the big

barn. Then, across the road, hidden

nany from =sight now, is the old M1
Measant cemetery, and the site of
the old ehurch, where great religions
necasions happened Afty and more
years ago. Orators of thatday did nol
mince words and they did not eave
their strength, talking by  “main
strength and awkwardness,” an they
expressed I, bul they could make
an audience rise lo heighta of exal
tatlon.



The route reaches the Cicero-Sher.
idan road, soon aller pa2asing the
Grahsam farm, which is one of the
finest and best cared for farms in the
community, The rosd passes the
nomers of Frank Wise, Theo Kar
atedl, A new comer in the neighbor
lhnod, the home of Homer Cox, {or.
Ilnrrl,r of Wastfield and Cliern, bul

(Continusd on page 1)
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who recently mgrried a young Colo-
rado lady and is living very happily
and is busily engaged in making Na-
ture produce some of her products

rom the soil |"

The smajl farp of Will SBmith s
jon this sape road and Mr. Smith's
brother-in-law, Benjumin Vestal, and
family, make their home at same
house, and with them is Mr. Ves
tal's father, Shubual Vestal, 87 years
of age, who is teuderly cared ofor
ut the same house, Mr. Smith  has
had much hard luck in his li‘e. He
was the son of a veteran soldier who
lost his Hfe on the Sultuna, and bad
luck has followed the son  pretty
largely through life, but he Keeps
up hig courage and his friendly spir-
its., Passing the homes ~of Jolin Bo-
len, Clyde Sowers and H. M. John
gon, ronle 29 goes south for a short
distance on the range line road Hlld‘
passrs some very interesting homes.
Here I8 the howe of William Jack-
son, . brother of John Jack=@on, of
Noblisvitle, . Mr, Jackrson has not had
good heaith for some time, but  this

does not prevent his Lheeping busy on g

his farm of 15 acres. This farm was
the scene of one of the most Lerrl
ble calamities that ever happened o

the counly, vears ago, when the !!uiI-"J_

il blew np and several men wer?



killed, Including Thomas Jackson, a
vounger brother of Willhom. Mrs
Jackson was o daughter of Huarrison
Jones, and is a sister of C. B. Junes.
Mr. and Mrs., Jackson have six child-
ren, the only son livineg in Baltimore,
Lwo daughters are at home, and Mrs
Clvde Han.rn_ahm_\fll!_l_ﬂmu; both
living in the ecommuunity, and Mrs,
Granvillt Trout,_of Cicero, are the
other three.  Jaspér Wise, well known
in politics nnd  lodee work in Ham-
Hton countv, lves acioss  the road
from Mr. Jackson, on the site of the

old Jackson home, and be has a fine

home, well Improved. Haymond Car-

sson, <on of Jashua Cargon, lives in the
saane peighborhood. Mrs. Carson was
Wiss Guuse, of Westlield, and she and
Mr. Carson bave a teat home, well

ket and comfortable,

The rural route takes s way back
o the Cieero road, sl Lien on Lo
Iakers Corner, and now, before go
ing furetboer, there is g Hitle siory to
tell, o story that marks Route 29 dis
tinet from perluoe any  other e
fn Hamillon coupty, amd jrom  most

i the sLate.

|



Route 2% i made up in part of the
roule of the most tamous ratlroad i
history, the Undergrommd  Railroad,
Thiz rond led (rom tie South 1o Wesl-
field, and Westfleld at that e was
JEFn s more widely known than any
vthier town In Indiana, even including
I1I'm capital,  Wedtlicly was & stalion,
and the route then ran through the
Tomlinson nelghbo homl, by Chester,
on noath to Pakerg Corner, (o iloxley,
then on throu=h Tipton county Lo Now
London, Lien on, by way of the Nortl
Stur to Canada, and freedom.  About
ixsh. this Underground Raflroad was
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in full operation The ftralus were
smokeless apd poiseless. but they ran
day and especially at night. For ex.
ample, e Rhoads family, & colored
family, whose son, John Rhoads, lat-
& was a character well known In the
county and especially at Deming,
came up from tie South and located
Just southeast of Bakers Corner, near
what was later the Jone sawmill,
The Sputhern planters Jocated the
colored family and came alter them
The old man Rhcads' name was John,
too, and his wife's name was Lou Anr,
There were three girls, June Ann,
Sallie Ann and Phoele Anun.  The
slave driver located the house and
he and bis fellow slave hunters uur
surrgunded the bhouse, but windows
&0l doors in the old log house were
barred. Lou Ann Rhoads was [ull of
plans, and she uged o straw.  tick,
burning a little straw at a tiwe, W
keep the fagitive slave wunters from
coming down the chimney. The old
man Rhoads strgek st one of the men
wilo tried to get in the door, and the
glave driver left some of his hair and
‘blood op Lhe deor jam. The colored
ramily kept the drivers at bay unti!
worning, and then some of the HBak-
ers and Hodsons and olther neighbors
heard the disturbauce wnd rallied to
save the negroces,

FEa




Then, it wis agreed to go to No
blesville and have a trial of the case
They put the negroes all in a covere |
wagpon, and started (o Noblesville,
Fhey got down to old Tile Factory
corner and then somwe of the white
men who were interested in the free
dom of the negroes said the negroes
should b tried at Westtleld, instead
of Noblesville.  The  slave  owpers
sald, no, they should go to Noblesville
and one of them said he would shoot
suyvbody who tried to0 change the
course of the caravan, for it wns b
caravan by this tune, for the com-
‘munity had been  aroused Daniei
Jone#, wno lived at Westfield, had ar-
rived, and he jumped up on the wag-
on, took the linesfi and said, Lot him
hoot!  Asa Heals was also present
and he was an orator of some force,
and he continued a specch o the peo
ple as taey Journeyed on  toward
Westfield. Westlield was flinally
reached, and evervbody including th.
“funocent” Jones and Beals,  looked
in the wagon for the colored family,
bt they bhad “a'l leaked ount.”  Mr
Moon, futher ol Anna Maria Beals,
wur one of the men who helped the
neeroes “ledak” from L Wlgo!




Manv other tragic  ncidenis  are
told of the Underground  Hailroad
duys, but now they are merely laugh-
uble, showing kind of staf of which
the ratlroaders of that dav were made
and they give adigtinet ale of Lonor
1o all who had a part in the organi-
gation, financing, Lollding and man-
agemont of the famous  old  Under

sround Rallroad.

It will be nard for Boute 506 to ik
(pway this crown of glory from Route
29, lor <o fur as Homilton counly wis
concertied Wiz judiroad hardly  lef
Lhis romte  The sons and davghters
of these imous railioaders are still
Hving alone tne line of the road, aml
they live much the same ideas along
mornl and homanitarian loes thas
thedr Bthers and mothers had,  perhsps
pob g0 strong now, bhut they o casi-
Iy be aroused o any  required
sireneth to accomphish nny good pur
pose,  These are the satues folks tha!
turned the whisky and beer into the
gtrects of Wentheld, when some ormery
cuss tried Lo open a hell hole there
They tale the same  course on e
Niguar guestien that thelr fathers Lool
o the slavery question. thev  are
aein®™ it and aon’t care who knows
jt. and they pot thedr belleis nte. e

tlong wow amd then,



About two ware lugs of loate 29
aind Mx detonder will b back o West
pield. I the mean Wme, vour  cor
respoident wnd the readers wilo wil,
Judge thiy contest, vwill  await  the
pext move of Roote S0

Dakoers Corpoer, June 5, 17106,
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