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CYFARFOD BLYNYDDOL - A.G.M.
Fel y cyhoeddwyd yn y Cylchlythyr diwethaf cynhelir Cyfarfod yr Hydref yn
Eglwys Pendref, Llanfyllin ar 14 Hydref. Gwelir manylion y cyfarfod a ffurflen
gofrestru yn y ddalen a amgaeir gyda'r rhifyn hwn.
As announced in the last issue of the Newsletter, the Autumn Meeting will be
held in Pendref Chapel, Llanfyllin on 14 October. Details of the meeting and
an enrolment form can be found in the leaflet enclosed with this issue.

CYFARFOD Y GWANWYN YN HWLFFORDD
SPRING MEETING AT HAVERFORDWEST
On 12 May the members met for their annual Spring meeting at Bethesda
(Baptist) Chapel Haverfordwest. The following report of the meeting has been
supplied by Mr Wyn Jones FRIBA.
Haverfordwest, one of the Norman settlements of "Little England beyond
Wales" as the centuries passed became absorbed into the commercial and
social life of Wales. There remained one difference to this clay - in both the
place names and the speech of the inhabitants the English tongue prevailed.
Hence the area was well placed to receive the ideals of the religious
movements springing up in England in the XVII and XVIII centuries. And so
Quakers, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Baptists, Wesleyans and
(unusually) the Moravians, all established their early followings in Haverfordwest.
Following an illustrated lecture by Mr Thomas Lloyd on the Architect, George
Morgan, of Carmarthen (see separate account) Mr Wyn Jones gave a brief
explanation of the development of the Welsh chapel through three distinct
phases. These are recognisable as Primitive; Sub-classic and Classic, though

if
latterly in the nineteenth century there were some excursions into other
styles, notably in West Wales the Romanesque.
Interestingly all the Haverfordwest Chapels are different in design.
Five remain in use in the town. After lunch the Society visited them In the
order: BETHESDA (Baptist); TABERNACLE (Congregationalist); EBENEZER
(Presbyterian); HILL PARK (Baptist) and the ALBANY (United Reformed but
now also used by the Mel hodist connexion). All are in excellent condition and
beautifully maintained. All services are in English.
Two other Haverfordwest Chapels were also mentioned by Mr Jones though
neither is any longer in use.
The MORAVIAN CHAPEL (demolished in the 1960's) on St. Thomas' Green,
had been built in 1773 by the Protestant sect. The movement originated in
Bohemia and was essentially evangelical. It became an Episcopal Church.
The Haverfordwest chapel was the Moravians' only meeting house ("Unitas
Fratrum') in Wales. Bishop John Gambold, one of its early pastors, was a son
of the Rector of Puncheston. He is buried alongside the site of the chapel (now
MORAVIAN COURT).
The WESLEYAN METHODIST CHAPEL, Perrots Road, was closed in 1985
following a report on the structural, roofing and window repairs that would
be necessary to retain it as a place or worship. The building is now used as
a sale room of architectural antiques but is stripped of its fine pulpit, galleries
and external flight of steps. Its pulpit was of exceptional design and quality
and is illustrated in 'Welsh Chapels'.
Mr G Bernard Williams had made all the arrangements for the visits and gave
a full account of the history of the Belhesda and Albany chapels. Mr Wyn
Jones described the buildings in architectural terms and drew the attention
of the Society to the various features of the buildings. Outlining the history
of the Hill Park Chapel, he said that the moving force for building the chapel
was a Mr James Rowlands who had previously used a house in Back Lane
for services in Welsh. Like many other families in Haverfordwest Mr
Rowlands' family had moved into the town from North Pembrokeshire. The
Welsh services were held from 9.30 lo 10.45 but the worshippers also
attended the English service at Belhesda.
On his own initiative Rowlands bought the Hill Park site and built the first
chapel on it, the first service being held there on 27 January 1856. Initially
all services were in Welsh and the chapel was described as the only attempt
by the Welsh to invade English territory in the county.
The chapel flourished and by the 1880s, although its Welsh services had

given way to English (only the text still being read in Welsh), the building was
too small and in 1888 it was resolved to build a new chapel on the adjoining
site and Mr Morgan of Carmarthen was appointed Architect. It was to be built
of stone, with Caernarvon slated roof. Much use made of pitch pine internally
and blue coloured panels enhance the woodwork. Tenders were invited and
that of the lowest, an unnamed Aberystwyth builder, was accepted in the
sum of £1,477. The highest was R&W Williams (£2,012). The foundation
stone was laid on 12 September 1888.
Things however went badly wrong. The south wall - behind the pulpit collapsed after the roof had gone on. When that was rebuilt the opposite wall
was found to be 6" out of plumb, and the architect ordered that wall also to
be taken down and rebuilt. This was more than the contractor could stand
with the result that he was bankrupt. As a consequence local builders
merchants were unpaid. The Minister, The Rev. John Jenkins, declared that
he could not preach again as long as the creditors were unpaid - though it
was no fault of the church. As a result the offertories of three anniversary
services were devoted to the creditors and to one in particular, McMaster, a
Pembroke Umber merchant.
New tenders were invited for the completion and this time R&W Williams
were successful and the chapel was completed for £2,026, only £14 more that
the original tender. It was opened on 26 July, 1891.
In connection with Albany, Mr Williams (who is an elder at that Church) said
that though it was claimed that the Cause had commenced in 1638 (making
Albany 'The Mother Church of Nonconformity in Pembrokeshire"), he readily
admitted that documentary proof could not now be produced as the relevant
Church records had been totally destroyed in a fire on the 28 April 1902
whilst stored by the Church Treasurer at his home. The chapel premises
however were completely restored in 1890, and there was no doubt about the
accuracy of the engraved inscription (overlooking St. Thomas's Green) which
reads:
Founded in 1638
Built in 1651
Restored in 1890
The Reverend Christopher Gillham gave an account of the history of the
Congregational connexion in I laverfordwest in the Tabernacle Chapel and
the Reverend Arwyn Thomas likewise described the movement of the
Calvinists away from the Tabernacle and the development into the Presbyterian Chapel of Ebenezer as it exists today.

CHAPELS OF HAVERFORDWEST

1. Bethesda (Baptist)

2. Tabernacle (Congregational)

3. Albany (United Reformed)

4. Mill Park (Baptist)

GEORGE MORGAN OF CARMARTHEN, ARCHITECT
(1834-1915)
by Thomas Lloyd
George Morgan's career was a success story in the approved Victorian
manner. Starting from a background that offered no advantage, he rose by
natural talent and honest endeavour to become a leading member in South
Wales of his profession and head of an architectural practice whose huge
output makes a telling contribution still to many local town and village street
scenes.
He was a farmer's son, born at Newton near Laugharne but brought up at New
Moat in Pembrokeshire. The family were Baptists and his mother's brother
was head of the Baptist College, Ponlypool. In about 1855 however, he left
home and whatever prospects (hat had offered, to further his own choice of
career as a builder in Carmarthen. In 1858 he married Esther Williams of
Meidrim, in due course raising a family of eight children, including two
architect sons, Howard (b. 1865) and Vincent (b. 1875). Their fust home was
32 Lammas Street but by 1870 they were at 24 King Slreet (now Amman
Shoes), which remained the family home and oflke of the practice.
George Morgan first appears as a member of a partnership of Carmarthen
builders, Howells, Williams and Morgan, who contracted for several important works, including the NewWesleyan Chapel, Carmarthen 1861, Bancyfelin Bridge 1862 and the large new Court House, Narberth 1863. Williams
subsequently left to join up with his brother so that only Howells and Morgan
appear as builders and contractors in Slater's 1868 Directory.
By 1871, George Morgan was out on his own. Directories of the 1870's call
him 'builder and surveyor' and it seems he held back from the title 'architect'
until after 1880. He was by all accounts a shy and very modest man and,
being entirely self-taught, seemed content to wail until his works could speak
as loudly for him as the academic qualifications of fellow, formally trained
rivals. In reality, his architectural practice had begun when he set up on his
own. His first accredited entry into the annals of architecture could hardly
be more dramatic: indeed it is not easy to believe that this, the splendid
English Baptist Chapel in Carmarthen, wilh its towering Corinthian portico
could really have been the veiy first. At all events it made his name as an
architect of chapels and he was in constant demand thereafter by Baptist
causes (and sometimes Independents), from as far afield as Abergavenny and
Aberaeron, in the three counties of Powys and everywhere in Dyfed.
His three great classical chapels are no doubt his best known: Carmarthen;
Mount Pleasant, Swansea 1874; and Newlown 1881. They show in their
general correctness of form; application of motifs then in current fashion, as

in the 'beaux-arts' detailing at Newtown; and in the general avoidance of the
architecturally quirky forms of other chapel architects ('glorification' arches
and the like), that Morgan was striving to identify himself with the mainstream of British architects of his day.
These three buildings are not however typical, being no doubt particular
requests in point of style. For his own preference, he adopted for his facades
a model derived from North Italian Romanesque originals. Its significance,
when compared to other chapels of the period, with their various eclectic
borrowings, is that Morgan seems to have been striving to give his chapels
the same sort of European architectural pedigree that ecclesiastical architects of the same period were trying to put into, or back into, their churches.
There was of course no specific connection between Wales and Italy, but the
classic Italian churches that Morgan would have had in mind had no
transepts and so were eminently suitable as models. The chief architectural
debate of his day centred on finding the appropriate style from the past for
the present and here was Morgan's suggestion for chapels. Such philosophy
on his part seems to transcend the approach of his rival chapel designers.
His best three chapels in this genre have grand central rose windows and
carefully detailed and correct Romanesque mouldings around doorways and
supporting capitals: Bethesda, Haverfordwest 1878; Dinas Noddfa, Morriston 1884; and the earlier and freer Frogmore Street Chapel, Abergavenny
1877. Many are much smaller - that at Login, Pembrokeshire is most
attractive (also 1877) - and they all display the same carefully controlled,
muscular, hammer-dressed limestone facades with Bath stone trimmings,
with their round-headed window openings that are his hallmark.
For all his talents, Morgan was forced to bear one particular cross that irked
him deeply. Because his training was not recognised officially, he was denied
all work in connection with the restoration of parish churches, which
therefore went to English architects appointed by the diocese. It was held
that self-taught men would not have the appropriate knowledge to tackle
medieval architecture. Disapproval of the bad work often done in churches
in the Regency period was behind it and the attitude was understandable,
but to one of Morgan's calibre, it rankled, especially as there was no bar to
him designing several rectories.
Excepting churches, Morgan's work in fact covered the whole range of
buildings. After chapels, schools claimed most of his attention and the first
known of these, like his first chapel, is a fine one, being that at Whitland of
1875. The Anglican gentry certainly approached him for their homes,
Glanolmarch at Llechryd and Rhosygilwen at Cilgerran being his, among a
number more. In Cardigan and especially Carmarthen he built many
commercial premises, banks and homes.

